
ABOUT THIS GUIDE 
 
Funding is crucial to support 
voluntary and community 
groups. It is important that all 
groups - large and small - 
should have access to good 
funding information. Much of the 
information contained within this 
booklet has been extracted from 
a document produced jointly by 
Ea l i n g  C om m un i t y  and 
Voluntary Service and Ealing 
Council Grants Unit and is 
designed to help you find your 
way through the `funding maze`.  
 
It does not cover every funding 
source - new programmes are 
being announced all the time. It 
does try to give you easy to 
read information on possible 
sources of funding for your 
group, and gives website links 
to more information. 
 

If you are an Ealing group, you 
may want to contact your CVS to 
obtain a full copy of the booklet, 
which includes funding streams, 
and contacts that are specific to 
Ealing. 
 
1. WRITING A GOOD 
APPLICATION FORM 
 
Good practice tips 
 
In filling in an application form, 
certain basic questions need to be 
answered. These might include:  
 
•  who your group is  
 
• what you do 
 
• what your track  
          record is  
 
• do you have a constitution? 
 

 

                West London Network 

The voluntary and community sector affects all aspects of life in West 
London. From providing advice and support to refugees to helping victims 
of domestic violence, racism and homophobia; from befriending isolated 
older people to preserving and restoring our heritage and green spaces, 
and to making our streets safer by being good neighbours. We would like to 
take this opportunity to recognise the efforts of the thousands of West 
London residents who freely offer their time week in and week out as 
management committee members, trustees, volunteers and helpers. 
Voluntary and community groups need many things to be successful: 
committed staff or volunteers, adequate premises, access to IT and the 
Internet, and proper partnerships with public and private sector 
organisations. But above all they need funding and resources. Funding is 
and will continue to be available to local groups through the local authority, 
established charitable trusts, individual donations and business 
sponsorship. This guide helps you find out more about different funding 
streams and we hope will be of great interest to all in the local voluntary 
and community sector. 
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 • What you want funding 

for and how much? 
 
• how you intend 

carrying out your 
project (including use 
of staff/volunteers, 
location and 
timescale)? 

 
• who will benefit from 

your project? 
 
• how you will measure 

your project’s success? 
  
• does the application fit 

the funder's priorities? 



• what is your organisation’s 
budget? 

 
Most funders give guidelines with 
their application forms - read 
these carefully.  
 
Sadly, the most common reasons 
applications get turned down are: 
 
• the application form is  
          wrongly filled in 
 
• documents requested  
          by the funder have not  
          been attached to the appli- 
          cation form (e.g. constitu- 
          tion, accounts) 
 
• your project does not  
          fit the funder’s criteria or  
          priorities  
 
Points to remember 
 
• It is important to write 
          clearly, as those assessing  
          applications will always be  
          pushed for time. 
 
•  Don't exaggerate how  
           much funding you will need   
           - but don't underestimate  
           this. 
 
• Some grant application 
          forms have boxes to com- 
          plete - use the size of the  
          boxes to gauge the amount  
          of detail expected in your  
          answers. 
 
• Always photocopy the ap- 
          plication form and do a draft  
          answer so that you know  
          your reply fits. Using a  
          word-processor to cut and  
          paste in answers is accept 
          able, as the funder will pho- 
          tocopy most applications  
         anyway. At the very least,  
         complete your form in neatly  
         written black ink - make sure  
         your application form is legi- 
         ble and understandable. 
 
• Funding applications are 

time consuming  - both 
applying and in getting a 
final decision. The process 
can take months, so build 

realistic time-scales into your 
plan. 

 
2 .  L A R G E R  F U N D I N G 
APPLICATIONS 
 
For larger grants – for example, 
employing a paid worker – potential 
funders ask for a lot more 
information. You need to convince 
the funder that your organisation can 
plan ahead. 
 
In addition to the questions outlined 
above funders might ask:  
 
• how do you know there is a  
          need for your project? 
 
• are you sure you are not dupli- 
          cating existing work? 
 
• how will you publicise the pro- 
          ject to potential users? 
 
• how will your project work in  
          partnership with, other local  
          organisations, local people, the  
          Council? 
 
• what systems are in place to  
          manage the project? 
 
• what systems are in place to  
          manage the money? 
 
• what are the skills and experi- 
          ence of your staff, trustees and      
          volunteers? 
 
• how does your organisation  
          monitor and evaluate the qual-  
          ity of its work?  
 
• how will  you assess  user  
          satisfaction with your project? 
 
• what plans do you have if  
          something goes wrong, for ex-    
          ample, fewer people make use     
          of your project or a key mem- 
          ber of staff leaves? 
 
• will your organisation be bring- 
          ing in some of its own money     
          or resources to the project  
          (‘match funding’) 
 
• what will happen when the  
          funding runs out. 

 
If you can’t answer most of the 
above then you will have trouble 
finding funding. 
 
For smaller grants these 
questions may not be so 
important. But for larger grants 
these questions can only really 
be answered when you have a 
proper forward plan for your 
organisation. It is important that 
the organisation as a whole owns 
this plan and it is not left to one or 
two individuals to get on with 
fundraising in isolation.  
 
Research for a larger funding 
application should include an 
awareness of: other local groups 
doing similar work, how your work 
complements other projects, local 
‘networks’ of organisations 
working in your field  - and how 
you intend to work with them (The 
Community Fund, for example, 
specifically asks this).  
 
‘Core costs’  
 
Funders want to be involved in 
projects where their money 
makes a measurable difference, 
and as getting funding for existing 
activities is difficult, this means a 
‘project based’ approach should 
be considered. Most funders will 
not directly fund what are called 
"core costs" or "central costs" or 
"overheads" - they usually wish to 
see their funding directed towards 
a piece of work (“project”) with 
clear results. However all 
organisations incur additional 
costs to run the new project  – 
e.g. administration, payroll, 
accommodation IT, insurance, 
etc. It is therefore important when 
you apply for grants to include in 
t he  p roposed  budget  a 
contribution towards overheads.  
As a "rule of thumb" funders will 
not usually accept more than the 
equivalent of 10% of the project's 
costs. Be prepared to justify it. 
 
For further advice on writing 
funding applications see: “Making 
an  
Application” at 
www.volcomgrants.gov.uk and 
the various guidance notes at 



Gen er a l :  A ss oc ia t i on  o f 
C h a r i t a b l e  F o u n d a t i o n s : 
www.acf.org.uk. The Bridge 
House Trust 
 www.bridgehousetrust.org.uk. 
Business in the Community: 
www.b i tc .org.uk ;  Char i t ies 
Information Bureau: 
 www.cibfunding.org.uk.  
National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations:  
www.ncvo-vol.org.uk  
 
Regeneration: See English 
Partnerships: 
www.englishpartnerships.com  
 
Social Enterprise:  The Social 
Enterprise Coalition: 
 www.socialenterprise.org.uk; 
also London Rebuilding Society:  
www.londonrebuilding.com  
 
Sus ta in ab i l i t y :  S ee  t he 
Sus ta in ab le  Dev e l opm en t 
C o m m i s s i o n :  w w w . s d -
commission.gov.uk  
 
Women: Women’s Resource 
Centre: 
www.wrc.org.uk. Women’s Aid 
Federation: 
www.womensaid.org.uk  
 
3. FUNDING DIRECTORY  
 
Section (a) A-Z- DIRECTORY 
OF FUNDERS 
 
This section has details of 
different funding organisations, 
that can be applied for and some 
closing dates.  Please remember 
that this list is only a selection - 
there are many other funders. 
“Finding Funding on the Internet 
and Databases“ lists websites 
with funding and fundraising 
information.  Some of these 
websites are free, others 
subscription only.  We hope that 
you will find this section 
informative and useful. 

 
AGE CONCERN ENGLAND  
 
ACE issues over £3million each 
year in grants; some are available 
to groups whether they are ACE 
members or not. There are 3 

www.funderfinder.org.uk. 
 
The websites below offer a range 
of information and advice that will 
enhance the organisation of your 
group ranging from Health & 
safety to VAT. 
 
The 
www.westlondonnetwork.org.uk 
website will take you to a list of 
training courses ranging from 
Accountancy & Finance to 
Interpersonal Skills. 
 
Benefits Advice & Pensions: 
See Department for Work & 
Pensions: www.dwp.gov.uk; the 
Citizens Advice Bureau: 
www.adviceguide.org.uk; Advice 
UK: www.adviceuk.org.uk; 
London Advice Services Alliance: 
www.lasa.org.uk   
 
Employment: For all aspects of 
employment see Department of 
Trade and Industry: 
www.dti.gov.uk; also the Advisory, 
Conciliation and Arbitration 
Service (ACAS) www.acas.org.uk 
and  
www.volresource.org.uk   
 
Fundraising: For a strategy see 
CASH’s website: www.cash-
online.org.uk; also  
www.funderfinder.org.uk 
 
Health & Safety: See the Health 
& Safety Executive’s website: 
www.hse.gov.uk; also 
www.volresource.org.uk 
 
Management: See briefing on 
“ M a n a g i n g  P e o p l e ”  a t 
www.volresource.org.uk; also 
“Leading Managers: A Guide to 
Management Development in the 
Voluntary Sector” by the 
Voluntary Sector National 
Training Organisation at: 
 www.voluntarysectorskills.org.uk  
 
Premises: see the Property & 
Premises section at 
 www.businesslink.org  
 
Tax/TaxCredits/VAT: Inland 
Revenue: 
www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk; 
Customs & Excise: 
www.hmce.gov.uk  

 
Training: See London Voluntary 
Service Counci l ’s train ing 
courses: www.lvsc.org.uk; also 
Directory of Social Change: 
www.dsc.org.uk.  However TIDE 
run similar courses locally, 
contact: tide@ealingcvs.org.uk   
For a list of courses run by each 
CVS go to the training page at 
www.westlondonnetwork.org.uk 
 
Volunteers: See National Centre 
for Volunteering: 
 www.volunteering.org.uk; also 
Volunteer Development England: 
www.vde.org.uk  For local 
information on volunteering 
contact your Volunteer Bureau as 
listed in the end directory. 
 
A s y l u m  &  R e f u g e e 
Organisations: 
Asylum Support: 
 www.asylumsupport.info. 
The Evelyn Oldfield Unit:  
 www.evelynoldfield.co.uk. The 
Refugee Council: 
 www.refugeecouncil.org.uk; Joint 
Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants: www.jcwi.org.uk  
 
Black & Ethnic Minority 
Organisations: 
Council of Ethnic Minority 
Voluntary Organisations: 
 www.cemvo.org.uk. Black Britain: 
w w w . b l a c k b r i t a i n . c o . u k ; 
C o n f e d e r a t i on  o f  I n d i a n 
Organisations: www.cio.org.uk   
 
Community Development: The 
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Foundation: www.cdf.org.uk. 
 
People with Disabilities: British 
Council for Disabled People: 
www.bcodp.org.uk. 
Disability Alliance: 
 www.disabilityalliance.org 
 
Government: A-Z of Central 
Government: 
www.ukonline.gov.uk. Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A s s oc i a t i o n : 
www.lga.gov.uk. Association of 
London Government: 
 www.alg.gov.uk  
 
National Organisations - 



The main programmes cover: 

• Commissions and productions 
 
• Research and development 
 
• Capital items (such as equip-   
          ment) 
 
• Professional development and   
          training, including travel   
          grants 
 
• Bursaries 
 
• Fellowships 
 
• Residencies 
 
• Touring 
 
Grants to organisations will 
cover: 
 
• Projects and events 
 
• Activities for people to take     
          part in 
 
• Education activities 
 
• Research and development 
 
• Commissions and productions 
 
• Marketing activities 
 
• Audience development 
 
• Capital items 
 
• Professional development and  
          training 
 
• Organisational development to  
          improve the long-term stabil-    
          ity of  arts organisations   
 
• Touring 
 
Grants for national touring are also 
available.  National touring means 
touring in two or more Arts Council 
England regions. For details and an 
application pack contact Arts Council 
England on 0845 300 6100 or visit 
www.artscouncil .org.uk (Note: 
information on all the different 
Lottery programmes is available on 
0845 275 0000 or at 

Small Service Support Grants: 
a one-off of up to £2,000 for new 
and expanding local projects 
providing services for the direct 
benefit of older people. Examples 
include new activities at day 
centres and lunch clubs, home 
repair and maintenance services, 
respite for carers, health and 
fitness programmes and visiting 
schemes. 
 
Small Grants to Clubs: any club 
for older people may apply for a 
one-off grant of £120 for new 
equipment or activities. 
 
Opportunities for Volunteering     
Scheme: administered by ACE on 
behalf of the Department of 
Health. Grants are available for 
new projects, which involve 
volunteers in providing services of 
benefit to older people in the 
fields of health and social care. 
Many grants are used to employ a 
volunteer organiser, to develop 
services for ethnic minority 
groups, or to fund activities such 
as Home from Hospital or 
befr iending schemes. The 
maximum grant is £20,000 and no 
project may be funded for more 
than 3 years.  
 
For more details of all of the 
above contact 020 8765 7738,  
email grants.unit@ace.org.uk  
or visit  
www.ageconcern.org.uk/ 
ageconcern/products_53.htm 
 

ARTS LOTTERY FUND 
 
The Arts Lottery Fund is managed 
by the Arts Council England. It will 
support artists, performers, 
promoters, presenters, curators, 
producers, and other individuals 
working in the arts; arts 
organisations, local authorities 
and other public organisations; 
partnerships, collectives, and 
r e g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l 
organisations; organisations 
whose normal activity is not arts-
related, including voluntary and 
community groups; and groups of 
organisations or individuals. 
 

  
ASPECTS OF LIFE FUND 
 
This fund is run by Aspects 
Telecommunications Ltd. It will 
provide grants up to £5,000 for 
charities covering: 
 
• Environment  
 
• Children 
 
• The economically disad-   
          vantaged 
 
• People with disabilities 
 
• Animal welfare 
 
 For details contact 020 8589 
1000 or visit   
www.aspect.com/company/lifefu
nd.cfm  
 
ASSOCIATION OF LONDON 
GOVERNMENT (ALG)  
 
The ALG run grants programmes 
covering a number of different 
priorities. Decisions are made by 
Councillors representing all 
London boroughs. Projects must 
benefit residents in at least two 
boroughs. 
 
ALG programmes and priorities 
are regularly reviewed.  
 

The ALG is one of the main 
funders of the voluntary sector in 
London; it has run funding 
schemes for different priorities 
including Outer London Cultural 
Development, Outer London 
Arts, Legal Advice, and so on. 

For the most up-to-date 
information and details of closing 
dates contact 020 7934 9999 or 
visit www.alg.gov.uk. Groups 
who apply to the ALG should 
contact their borough Council 
Grants Unit who will be able to 
liaise with the ALG on your 
application.  
 
 
 
 



AWARDS FOR ALL 
 
Awards for All is the National Lottery 
programme offering grants from 
£500 - £5000, and as such is one of 
the main sources for small grants in 
the UK. The programme supports 
community involvement through arts, 
sports, heritage and charitable 
activities.  The aims of the scheme 
are to: 
 
• Extend access and participa- 
          tion 
 
• Increase skill and creativity 
 
• Improve quality of life 
 
In addition the current London 
priorities are to: 
 
• benefit people who experi- 
          ence economic hardship. 
 
• benefit black and minority eth- 
          nic groups (including refugees  
          and asylum seekers). 
 
• benefit disabled people and/or  
          their carers. 
 
• benefit people in Waltham 

Forest, Brent, Barking, & 
Dagenham and Enfield. 

 
• help communities explore and 

share their heritage and 
London’s diverse traditions 
and cultures.  

 
For an information pack contact 
0845 600 2040 or visit 
 www.awardsforall.org.uk    
 
BARING FOUNDATION 
 
The Foundation funds three 
programmes: 
 
Strengthening the Voluntary 
Sector: This will support lasting 
improvements in the effectiveness of 
the  o rgan i sa t i on  ( i nc lud ing 
management training for senior staff, 
user involvement in the organisation 
or introduction of new technologies).  
Groups should be borough wide or 

work in several boroughs. It will not  
cover ongoing running costs or 
general office equipment. 
 
Arts Small Projects Fund: This  
supports small-scale arts projects in 
education or the community. It 
particularly welcomes projects run 
by arts organisations with other 
bodies (e.g. the youth service, 
social services or the probation 
service) or involving different 
cultural groups. It will not fund 
capital costs or equipment. 
Applications are usually invited 
three times yearly. 
 
International Programme: Baring will 
support some projects by UK 
charities involved in international 
activities - particularly those that 
benefit women or displaced people. 
In its last round it focused on Sub-
Saharan Africa and Latin America.  
For details contact 0207 767 1348 
or visit www.baringfoundation.org.uk 
 
BBC CHILDREN IN NEED 
 
Grants are made to projects for 
disadvantaged children under 18. 
This can cover capital projects, 
playschemes, holidays or outings 
and equipment. It does not cover 
holidays abroad or medical 
research. Three-year grants can be 
made for salary costs (though rarely 
above £25,000). 
 
Priority is given to projects for 
children with: 
 
• Any kind of disability 
 
• Behavioural or psychological    
          problems 
 
• Living in poverty or disadvan- 
          tage 
 
• Suffering from illness or 

abuse 
 
For details contact 0208 576 7788 
or visit www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/ 
 
BRIDGE HOUSE ESTATES 
TRUST FUND 

following themes: 
 
Access for older people and 
disabled people (including 
transport, access to buildings 
and access to services) 
 
• Assistance to older 

people to stay within the 
community 

 
• E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

conservation 
 
• Children and young peo- 
          ple 
 
• Technical assistance to 

voluntary organisations 
( i nc lu d ing  ca pac i t y 
building) 

 
Grants can cover running costs, 
salaries, events and activities, 
t r a in ing ,  bu i l d i ngs  and 
equipment. Large grants can be 
made but with most are in the 
range £20,000 - £100,000. 
There is also a small grants 
programme, which runs in 11 
London boroughs on a rolling 
three-year basis. For details 
contact 020 7332 3710 or visit 
www.bridgehousegrants.org.uk 
 
CAMELOT FOUNDATION 
 
Under its Transforming Lives 
programme, which runs until 
2009, funds may be allocated in 
grants for projects dealing with 
these priority groups: 
 
• Young parents, or those  
          at risk of becoming young  
          parents 
 
• Young people with mental  
          health  problems 
 
• Young asylum seekers 
 
• Young people with 

disabilities 
 
Projects should be about 
bringing marginalised young 
people into the mainstream.  



Grants are for £10,000 - £90,000 
spread over three years. Next 
closing dates are Monday 19th 
April, Monday 12th July 2004. For 
more information contact the 
Foundation on 020 7828 6085 or 
visit 
 www.camelotfoundation.org.uk  
 
CAPITAL RADIO HELP A 
LONDON CHILD 
 
Capital Radio run an annual 
appeal to raise funds for projects 
for children under 18 in the 
Capital Radio 95.8 FM area. This 
can include playschemes, 
holidays and outings, music arts 
and drama projects, education, 
health, homelessness and other 
projects. 
 
Application forms are usually 
available in January and have to 
be returned by May. For details 
contact 020 7766 6203 or visit  
www.capitalradiogroup.com/corpo
rate/ea_halch.htm   
 
CHARITIES AID FOUNDATION 
 
CAF make grants to improve the 
effectiveness and long- term 
viability of organisations (including 
IT, organisational development, 
training and consultancy). It has 
specific programmes to support 
second tier organisations and 
black and ethnic minority 
organisations with income under 
£50,000. 
 
CAF also offer a range of 
professional and technical 
services to voluntary groups 
including the CAF Charity card (a 
charity debit card). For details 
contact 020 7400 2300 or visit 
 www.cafonline.org.uk 
 
C I T Y  P A R O C H I A L 
FOUNDATION 
 
CPF have announced their new 
grant priorities for 2002-2006. 
These will include: 
 
• Advice and advocacy pro- 
          jects 
 

• Education and training 
schemes 

 
• Tackling violence and hate  
          crimes 
 
• Integrated services for people   
          with disabilities 
 
• Second tier and infrastructure 

organisations 
 
CPF particularly want to fund projects 
working with black and ethnic minority 
communities; people with disabilities; 
established communities, often white, 
in areas of long term poverty; lesbians 
and gay men; refugees; young people 
from 10-25; women. 
CPF do not send out application 
forms. For details of how to apply 
contact 020 7606 6145 
or visit www.cityparochial.org.uk 
 
COMIC RELIEF 
 
Comic Relief funds projects under 
four themes: 
 
• Fighting for justice for 

disadvan- 
          taged groups 
 
• Services for refugees and  
          women faced with domestic  
          violence 
 
• Supporting vulnerable young  
          people 
 
• S u p p o r t i n g  d e p r i v e d 

neighbourhoods 
 
For details of how to apply send a 
stamped addressed envelope (57p) to 
UK Grants Team Comic Relief, 5th 
Floor 89 Albert Embankment, London 
SE1 7TP or visit 
www.comicrelief.org.uk 
 
COMMUNITY FUND 
 
The Community Fund used to be 
known as the National Lottery 
Charities Board. Despite this name 
you do not have to be a registered 
charity to apply for a grant. 
 
The Community Fund currently runs 

the following programmes: 
 
 
Main Grants Programme: 
Aims to support projects to 
help disadvantaged people and 
improve quality of life in the 
community. There is no 
specific limit on grants. For 
large grants you will be 
required to provide a business 
plan. 
 
 Medium Grants Programme 
(up to £60,000): the application 
for this is shorter and quicker 
than the main grants 
programme. Projects must not 
include more than £30,000 on 
building works. 
 
 R e s e a r c h  G r a n t s 
Programme: this will fund 
medical and social research 
into health and social well 
being ( inc luding soc ia l 
inclusion). 
 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G r a n t s 
Programme; this will support 
projects by UK voluntary 
organisations to address the 
causes of poverty and improve 
the quality of life for vulnerable 
people around the world. 
 
For details of Community Fund 
programmes contact 020 7587 
6600 or visit www.community-
fund.org.uk 
 
(Note 1: The Community Fund 
is one of the biggest sources of 
funding for voluntary groups 
and can offer large grants. The 
competition for funds is fierce 
and groups need to prepare 
very high quality applications. If 
you are considering applying 
for a Community Fund grant 
your local CVS or Council 
Grants Unit can offer advice 
and help). 
 
THE DIAGEO FOUNDATION 
 
The  Foundat ion  of fe rs 
Community Enterprise Awards 
of £500-£5000 to charities or 
non-profit groups which offer 
'local community support' in the 



 
• Encouraging adaptability in  
          the workplace 
 
 
• Encouraging more women  
          in the labour market 
 
• Promoting equal opportuni- 
          ties and  the role of women  
          in the workforce 
 
The current ‘co-funders’  (the 
organisations offering ESF 
Objective 3 funding) are ALG, 
London Development Agency 
(LDA), London West Learning and 
Skills Council (LWLSC), and 
JobCentre Plus. Each of these 
organisations will overlay its own 
priorities over the basic ESF 
ones; for example, LDA will only 
support projects of pan-London or 
sub- reg iona l  s ign i f i cance , 
JobCentre Plus’ priorities are 
really tenders to provide highly 
specified services, whilst the last 
ALG round focused on three 
excluded ‘communities’ (people 
with disabilities, lone parents, 
those recovering from addiction). 
If you need more help please 
contact your local CVS. 
 
HELP THE AGED COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT PROGRAMME 
 
This programme aims to help 
older people lead richer lives in 
which their views are fully 
represented. In the past 
supported projects have been 
about: 
 
• specialist care services 
 
• preserving independence 
 
• advice and information,     
          advocacy, research 
 
• access to transport 
 
• older people’s forums 
 
Contact 020 7287 1114 for more 
information or visit 
www.helptheaged.org.uk/Services
/Grants 

• Projects contributing to the 
regeneration of the local 
community, supporting key 
s o c i a l  i s s u e s  o f 
e m p l o y a b i l i t y  a n d 
enterprise 

• Projects that aim to unleash  
          the potential of people who  
          are in some way disadvan- 
          taged 
 
In addition your project will 
operate in the following post 
codes (in the neighbourhood of 
the Diageo Park Royal Site): 
NW10, NW2, HA0, HA9, W3, W5, 
W6, W7, W10, W11, W12, W13. 

Application forms are available 
from Jo Dain or Eithne Ni 
Chonghaile at Diageo on 0131 
5241500.  
 
E S M E E  F A I R B A I R N 
CHARITABLE TRUST 
 
The Trust makes grants under 
four headings: 
 
• Arts and Heritage (e.g. new  
          work, touring productions) 
 
• Education (e.g. family     
          learning for children and  
          parents, reaching school  
          non-attenders) 
 
• Environment (e.g. pedes- 
          trian and cycling schemes,  
          improving open spaces for  
          wild life, recycling projects) 
 
• Social development (e.g. 

promot ing communi ty 
par t ic ipa t ion,  he lp ing 
people move out of 
poverty) 

 
It favours projects, which are 
innovative and will have a 
practical impact on a particular 
problem.  
 
It does not fund capital costs or 
equipment, affiliate members of 
national charities, sports groups, 
individual schools, nurseries or 
playgroups, religious projects or 
animal welfare.  

 
Grant applications up to £10,000 
will need to provide a maximum 4 
page application letter and up to 
£100,000 a maximum of 10 sides. 
Applications over £100,000 
should discuss their project with 
the Trust in advance. For details 
contact 020 7297 4700 or visit 
www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk 
 
EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND - 
FAST FORWARD GRANTS 
 
Fast Forward Grants are run 
annually by Association for 
London Government (ALG) and 
Greater London Enterprise (GLE). 
Up to £10,000 is available for 
brining the most disadvantaged 
people closer to employment. 
 
This grant is aimed at small 
organisations with an annual 
income of less than £60,000 and 
fewer than 2 full-time staff or 
equivalent. 
 
Projects could include advice, 
t ra in i ng ,  con f idence and 
motivation building or other 
activity. Projects should work in 
areas of high deprivation, 
high/long term unemployment, 
and people with disabilities, lone 
parents, ethnic minorities and 
refugees. 
 
The 2004-5 fast forward 
programme is closed. For 
information on 2005-6 contact: 
the ALG on 020 7934 9999 or 
visit www.alg.gov.uk, or GLE on 
020 7940 1515 or email 
fastforwardgrants@gle.co.uk or 
visit www.gle.co.uk  
 
EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND – 
OBJECTIVE 3 
 
ESF will fund projects aimed at: 
 
• Tackling long term unem- 
          ployment 
 
• Helping young people and  
          those at risk to find work 
 
• Improving training and life 
          long learning 



• Helping young people  
          achieve their potential 
 
• Education and training  
          (particularly for young  
          adults) 
 
• Childcare 
 
• Dance, drama, music, crea-  
          tive writing, visual arts and  
          arts projects for children  
          and young people 
 
• Sports and youth clubs 
 
Funding can be for capital costs 
(e.g. equipment or furniture) or 
revenue costs (e.g. salaries, 
running costs). Applicants need to 
submit a proposal letter setting 
out the proposed project, likely 
time scale, amount requested and 
how the grant would be used. 
Following an initial assessment 
you would then be sent an 
application form. For details 
contact 020 7591 3330 or visit 
 www.johnlyonscharity.org.uk  
 
LLOYDS TSB FOUNDATION 
 
The Foundation allocates funds to 
help local communities improve 
their quality of life. In 2004 they 
have 4 objectives:  
 
Objectives for 2004 - East of 
England Region (including 
London) 
 
1. To provide support for older 

people and carers in 
coastal and rural areas, 
particularly but not 
exclusively, Tendring, 
North Norfolk, West 
Norfolk, Waveney and 
Great Yarmouth. 

 
2. To support lone parent 

families in urban areas, 
particularly Harlow, 
Peterborough, Stevenage 
and Basildon 

 
3. To support capacity 

building in the black and 
minority ethnic (BME) 
sector. 

 
4. To support and promote the 

benefits of working 
collaboratively in the region, 
particularly in the 10% most 
disadvantaged wards 

 
For details and an application pack 
contact 0870 411 1223 or visit 
www.lloydstsbfoundation.org.uk  
 
LONDON REBUILDING SOCIETY 
 
The Society’s funding is geared 
towards social enterprises rather than 
community and voluntary groups. It 
operates: 
 
The Social Enterprise Fund:  
provides loans of between £5,000 
and £50,000 for a range of uses - 
start-up capital for new social 
enterprises, bridging loans, or 
resources to purchase equipment or 
refurbish run-down property. In some 
circumstances smaller or larger sums 
may be available. 
 
Mutual Aid Fund: like a credit union 
for emerging social enterprises, in 
which organisations can save and 
then borrow small sums against 
reserves for things like staff training 
or buying equipment. Voluntary 
organisations can save money in the 
fund, which can be used as collateral 
to raise loans. 
 
Some previous examples of social 
enterprises include community 
nurseries; recycling projects; training 
for the unemployed; arts co-ops; self-
build housing. In some cases larger 
loans can be arranged. For details 
contact 020 7682 1666 or visit 
www.londonrebuilding.com  
 
 
MILLENNIUM AWARDS  
 
There is a range of different schemes 
offering Millennium Awards. The key 
difference is that these offer grants to 
individuals (or groups of people) to 
run a project for the benefit of their 
area or their community. Some of the 
schemes include: 
 
Active Citizen Scheme: Grants for 
people over 55. Up to £3,000 for an 
individual or £10,000 for up to 3 
people working together.  

• Natural habitats and coun- 
          tryside 
 
• Urban green spaces and  
          parks 
 
• Historic buildings and sites  
          (including places of worship) 
 
• Museum collections and  
          historic archives 
 
• Industrial and transport 

heritage 
 
Awards for All 
 
Local Heritage Initiative : 
supports a wide range of local 
heritage projects with grants of 
between £3000 and £25000.  
 
Your Heritage: for grants of 
between £5000 and £50,000. 
 
Heritage Grants: offers £50,000 
or more to organisations which aim 
to look after and enhance the UK’s 
heritage, increase involvement in 
heritage activities and to improve 
access to and enjoyment of 
heritage. 
 
Repair Grants for Places of 
Worship in England 2002-5 
 
Townscape Heritage Initiative: to 
help communities regenerate the 
historic parts of their towns and 
cities 
 
Public Parks Initiatives: helps 
wi t h  the  res to ra t i on  and 
regeneration of historic parks and 
gardens, including urban squares 
and cemeteries. 
 
Young Roots: promotes the 
involvement of young people of 13-
20 years age in their heritage. 
 
For details contact 020 7591 6042 
or visit www.hlf.org.uk  
 
JOHN LYONS CHARITY 
 
John Lyons Charity makes grants 
to improve the quality of life and 
living conditions for children and 
young adults in certain London 
boroughs. This would cover:  



Projects could include teaching older 
people; IT skills help for housebound 
people; sprucing up your local street. 
Contact 0870 770 3280  
or e-mail cama@helptheaged.org.uk  
 
After Dementia Millennium 
Awards: Grants up to £10,000 for 
former carers of people with 
dementia. Projects could include: 
sharing experience with others, 
setting up new voluntary projects. 
Contact 020 7566 7840  
or e-mail awards@alzheimers.org.uk 
 
Torture Victims Millennium 
Awards: Grants up to £2,500 for 
former victims of torture. Projects 
could include: tackling social 
isolat ion; support ing vict ims; 
overcoming racism or stereotyping. 
Contact 020 7813 9999 or write to 
Medical Foundation 104-108 Grafton 
Road London NW5 4BD 
 
C h a m p i o n s  F o r  C h a n g e 
Millennium Awards :  Grants 
averaging £2,000 for individuals to 
develop projects to tackle social 
exclusion in London communities. 
Projects must be on one of the 
following themes: poor health; 
mental or physical disability; race or 
cu l t u re ;  f am i l y  b r eak do wn; 
homelessness; refugees and asylum 
seeker status. Contact 020 7928 
7811 or write to Peabody Trust 45 
Westminster Road London SE1 
2BR. 
 
Ethnic Minority Volunteers 
Scheme: Grants up to £2,500 for 
individuals from ethnic minorities 
wishing to work on a community 
project of their choice. Includes a 
two-day residential course. Contact 
020 8432 0313 or  e -ma i l 
a l e x a n d e r . b a b u m a @ e m f -
cemvo.co.uk  
 
UnLtd Millennium Awards: These 
awards provide practical and 
financial support to people who have 
both the ideas and commitment to 
develop projects, which will benefit 
their community. There are two 
levels: £500-£5,000 and £5,000-
£15,000. Application form from 

www.untld.org.uk or 0845 850 1122. 
 
 
NOTE: there are 27 ‘partner’ 
organisations that distr ibute 
Millennium Awards on behalf of the 
Millennium Commission. For more 
schemes download 
www.starpeople.org.uk/awardpartne
rlist.doc  For more details about the 
awards in general and an 
information pack visit  
www.starpeople.org.uk    
 
NEW OPPORTUNITIES FUND 
 
NOF provides Lottery funding for 
education, health and environment 
projects, encouraging community 
involvement in their setting up and 
management. Some programmes 
require partnerships with other 
bodies. Programmes include: 
 
• Out of school childcare 
 
• Out of school hours learning  
          activities 
 
• PE and sport in schools 
 
• Activities for young people 
 
• Coronary heart disease,   
          stroke and cancer 
 
• Green spaces and sustain- 
          able communities 
 
• ICT training for teachers and  
          school librarians  
 
• Transforming communities 
 
• Transforming waste 
 
• Transforming your space  
 
For details contact 0845 0000 121 
or visit www.nof.org.uk 
 
PAUL HAMLYN FOUNDATION 
 
The Foundation has a small grants 
programme that gives about 150 
grants per year of up to £3,000. 
Priorities are: 

• Education 
 
• Publishing, books and  
          reading 
 
D i sc us s  yo u r  p ro p os a l 
informally with the Foundation’s 
grants officers on 020 7227 
3500. For further information 
visit www.phf.org.uk   
 
PERCY BILTON CHARITY 
 
The Percy Bilton Charity offers 
two types of funding: 
 
• Grants up to £500 for fur- 
          niture and equipment for  
          small projects 
 
• Major capital funding for  
          projects over £2,000 
 
For major building projects you 
must secure 75% of the funding 
before applying since the 
balance of funding must be 
obtained within a year of any 
grant. They focus on projects for 
older people and children. Percy 
Bilton do not use application 
forms. For details of how to 
apply contact 0208 579 2829. 
 
PRINCESS DIANA MEMORIAL 
FUND 
 
The Fund will support local 
projects, which have national 
significance - projects must 
show how they will disseminate 
lessons from their projects 
through national networks. 
 
G r a n t s  a r e  m a d e  t o 
organisations working with 
children and young people aged 
12 -25 - particularly  young 
people from black and ethnic 
minorities, young refugees, 
young lesbians and gay men, 
young women and young 
people with disabilities. The 
main programmes are: 
 
• Involving young refugees  
          in voluntary activity or  
          specialist youth work 



• Work with young offenders  
          and  their families 
 
• Young people with mental  
          health problems 
 
• Young people who self- 
          harm 
 
• Young single parents 
 
• Young people with learning  
          difficulties 
 
• Advocacy projects for    
          young people 
 
For more information contact 020 
7902 5500 or visit 
 www.theworkcontinues.org. For 
an application form send a 
stamped (84p) envelope to Grants 
Dept, the Diana Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund, County 
Hall, Westminster Bridge Road, 
London SE1 7PB.  
 
RENEWAL - FUNDING FOR 
R E F U G E E  C O M M U N I T Y 
ORGANISATIONS 
 
The Renewal SRB partnership 
funding for refugee projects 
across west London: 
 
Renewal Community Chest: 
Small-scale grants for refugee 
groups 
 
For more details contact Stephen 
James 020 8893 0318 or visit 
www.renewalsrb.org.uk   
 
 
ROALD DAHL FOUNDATION 
 
The Foundation makes grants up 
to £25,000 for out of school 
literacy projects and literacy 
projects for the blind, partially 
sighted and head injured. It is 
particularly interested in projects 
for children and young people 
under 25. For more details 
contact 01494 890 465. 
 
SPORTS LOTTERY FUND 
 
Sport England provides Lottery 
funding to help people take part in  

sport regardless of age, race, 
disability, gender or standard of 
performance. There are two main 
programmes: 
 
Community Projects Fund: including 
small project awards up to £5,000; 
capital awards over £5,000; revenue 
awards over £5,000 
 
 World Class Fund: Targeted at 
producing the medal winners of 
tomorrow 
 
 For details contact 0345 649 649 or 
visit www.english.sport.gov.uk 
 
TUDOR TRUST 
 
The Tudor Trust makes grants 
upward of £500 to projects targeting 
young people (aged 9-18), families 
and  o lder  peop le  l i v i ng  in 
marginalised communities. Their 
priorities include: 
 
• Youth 
 
• Older people 
 
• Community 
 
• Relationships 
 
• Housing 
 
• Mental Health 
 
• Substance misuse 
 
• Learning 
 
• Financial security 
 
• Criminal Justice 
 
• New ideas not listed above but  
          that do meet the Trust’s overall  
          aims 
 
The Trust reviews its priorities every 
six months; it has also has a long list 
of exclusions. There is no specific 
application form and applications can 
be made throughout the year. For 
details contact 020 7727 8522 or visit 
www.tudortrust.org.uk     
 
 
 

 
TRUST FOR LONDON 
 
Trust for London provides 
grants up to £10,000 per year 
for 3 years to support small 
groups (no more than 2 staff). 
This can include running costs; 
purchase of equipment; paying 
for sessional or part-time staff. 
 
Their priorities for 2002-2006 
are: black and ethnic minority 
community groups; creative 
education (including mother 
tongue schools); organisations 
for disabled people run by 
disabled people; refugee 
groups; self help groups 
(including estate based groups, 
youth groups, older peoples 
groups). For details contact 
020 7606 6145 or e-mail 
trustforlondon@cityparochial.or
g.uk. 
 
THE WATES FOUNDATION 
 
The general areas that the 
Foundation wishes to support 
are: 
 
•  Community projects 

benefiting the deprived 
and disadvantaged. For 
example: substance 
addiction, mental and 
phys ica l  d isabi l i t y , 
homelessness, youth 
and the care of children, 
prostitution, penal reform 
and criminal justice, and 
vocational training and 
education for socially 
e x c l u d e d  o r 
disadvantaged groups, 
refugee communities, 
persons in therapy or 
institutional aftercare, 
and those for whom 
English is not a first 
language.  

 
• Arts projects where there 

is a mainstream aim to 
s u p p o r t  s o c i a l l y 
excluded persons such 
as inmates of institutions 
or schools in recognised 
deprived areas. This 
should not preclude 


